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Option A: Nineteenth century topic
HOW FAR DID INDIA AND INDIANS BENEFIT FROM BRITISH RULE?
Study the Balg round Information and the ® ure s a refully, and then anw er all the ques ions
Background Information

By the 1820s nearly all of India was under the diret, or indiret, o ntrol of the Brith Eat India
Company. After the Indian Mutiny of 1857 the Eat India Company was die le d and India a me
under the diret rule of the Britie goe rnment. In 1876 Queen Vit oria bea me Empres of India. In
the las dea des of the nineteenth e ntury India a ffered from terrible famines with millions of people
dy ng. Indian nationalim grew and in 1885 the Indian National Congres was formed.

The impat of Britie rule on India has led to mub debate among his orians and politic ans Some
t aim that the Britie modernis d India and laid the foundations for the India of today, while others
argue that Britie rule was rat & , held bak eo nomic growth and ep loited India for its wealth.

Did Britie rule benefit India and Indian®

SOURCE A

Britie imperialism gae India many of its admirable features 8 b as language, democ ag and its
railwag In fat, it laid the foundations for India’s ee ntual 8 e s in a future globalis d world. From
the 1820s the Eas India Company attempted to modernie India. Suttee was banned. Sh ools and
unie rsties were et abliB ed. By the 1860s hundreds of thoua nds of Indian b ildren were at & ool
and p oke the Englis language, although e me Indian leaders taimed thes & ools threatened
Indian a Iture and religions The 1857 Rebellion led to ® me democ atic b anges 8 b as Indians
being cona lted through a new Legik atie Count . Traditional Indian & T ety began to break down
and this led to a 6 rong middle t ass and a 8 ne of Indian nationalisn . Britie rule a w a period of
ep anding growth and indus rial dee lopment. Communia tions were reg lutionie d ac os India, with
thoua nds of miles of elet ric telegraph being et ablis ed. By the end of the e ntury India benefited
from 28000 miles of railwag 0 nnet ing interior regions to the main ports The railwag were a mig d
bles ngbea us they ae lerated the pace of raw-material ek rat ion from India and des rog d India’s
loa | handic aft indus ries by fat litating an influx of b eap manufat ured goods from Britain.

From a recent article on a website.
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SOURCE B

Defenders of British o lonial rule in India no longer deny the bas c fat s of imperial ep loitation and
plunder. Int ead, they offer a o unter-argument that Britain als left behind a great deal of las ing
benefit 8 b as the foundations of India’s parliamentary democ ag . But, ins ead of building & If-
goe rnment from the vllage lee | up, the Eas India Company des royed what ek § ed and banned
traditional Indian prat ie s. The Britih ran goe rnment, tax o llet ion, and the o urts Indians were
ek uded from all of thee funtions The res It of the 1857 Rebellion, in whib Hindu and Mukim
e ldiers rebelled together, alarmed the Britie who o nt uded that turning the two groups agains eab
other was the mos effet ie way to ens re the o ntinuane of empire.

The Britih gae India the Englia language. But it was only taught to a few. The Britie had no des re
to edua te the Indian mas s The cons rut ion of the Indian railwag brought 8 me benefits but the
railwag were intended princ pally to tranp ort o al, iron ore and o tton to ports for the Britie to b ip
home to ue in their fat ories The moe ment of people was les important, eg pt when it 8 re d
o lonial interet s, and the third-t as o mpartments into whib Indians were herded, attrat ed horrified
0 mment eg n at the time. Finally, Britie indus ry plundered India’s manufat uring indus ries Under
Britie rule, India’s B are of world manufat uring ep orts fell from 27 per e ntto 2 per e nt.

From a recent article about India in the nineteenth century.

SOURCE C

CHRISTMAS IN INDIA

A drawing of a British family living in India, published in a British magazine, 1881.
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SOURCE D

In the autumn of 1876 Queen Vit oria was prot aimed Empres of India. The lieutenant-goe rnors from
all parts of the Queen’s Indian dominions as well as the prine s b iefs, and nobles who & worthily
o ntribute to the p lendour and & ability of this great empire, were inv ted. Nee r before had prine s
and b iefs of ee ry rae and religion o me from all parts of India to ak owledge one 8 preme ruler.

The e remony was mos impos ng. The throne-pavilion in the e ntre was brilliant in hangings and
banners of red, blue and white a tin magnifie ntly embroidered in gold. Sir Salar Jung a id, ‘l wis to
0 ne y to Her Majes y, on behalf of the b iefs of India, their hearty o ngratulations on the as  mption
of the title of Empres of India, and to as re the Queen that they pray for her, and for the enduring
prop erity of her Empire.” This gathering had great politia | importane . It was look d upon by the
ruling b iefs as evdene of Her Majes ¥ s inc eas d interes inthe & 8 Empire of India.

From an account by Field Marshal Lord Roberts, published in Britain in 1877. Roberts was a general

in the British army and had served during the Indian Mutiny of 1857. Salar Jung was an Indian
nobleman and Prime Minister of Hyderabad state.

SOURCE E

“DISPUTED EMPIRE!”

A cartoon published in a British magazine, 1877.
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SOURCE F

The Benefits of British Rule:

In the Caus of Humanity Abolition of 8 ttee. Charitable aid in time of famine. Glorious work all of this
In the Caus of Civ lia tion: Edua tion, both male and female.

Politia lly Peae and order. Freedom of p eeb and liberty of the pres Sea rity of life and property.
Freedom from oppres on.

Materially Loans for railwag and irrigation. The polig of building railwag and irrigation work is
hopeful, has already res Ited in mub good. Dee lopment of a few @ luable produt s & b as indigo,
tea, o ffee, 81lk etc Inc eas of ep orts

The Disadvantages of British Rule:

In the Caus of Humanity Nothing.

In the Caue of Civ lia tion: Nothing.

Politia lly Repeated breah of promie sto gie Indians a fair b are in the higher adminis ration of their
own o untry. An utter dis egard for the feelings and v ews of Indians

Financ ally The oppres & nes of the tag s impos d.

Materially The great mas of the poor earn almos nothing. The famines that the Britie o uld hae
pree nted if they had done their duty.

Summary:

Britie rule has been a great bles ng; our great mi§ ortune is that g u do not k ow our wants When
p u unders and our real wik es | hae not the leas doubt that g u would do jus ie .

An essay by Dadabhai Naoroji published in 1871. Naoroji was one of the most important figures in the
early Indian nationalist movement, and one of the founder members of the Indian National Congress.
He was also a member of the British Parliament and divided his time between Britain and India.

SOURCE G

Nee r was there a 0 nques of 8 b ekent ao mpanied with & little of wrong and s ffering to the
people.

Content removed due to copyright restrictions.

The Britih hae pree nted repetitions of thos outrages on
humanity, wheree r it has been in their power to o ntrol the prine s

From an article by Charles Creighton Hazewell, an American journalist and politician, published in an
American magazine in 1857.
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SOURCEH

Who owns the s eamb ip line by whib we a me to India? The Britis . Who built that p lendid railway
& ation in Bombay The Britis . Who built the railway on whib we rode to Cala tta? The Britis . We
find that Cala tta and Bombay hae a large o mmerce. To whom does it belong? Mainly to the Britib .
We find that the Britih hae built 29000 miles of railway hae c eated good pos al and telegraph
g ems and hae et ablih ed many b ools o lleges and hop itals

But is there another s de? Hae we been out among the Indian people? Hae we look d into the
a us s of thoe famines the mos terrible k own to the modern world? During the firs eighty g ars of
the nineteenth century, 18 million people died of famine. Why, then, hae all these millions of people
perib ed? Bea us they were 8 indes ibably poor. This is not the India whib the Britie tell us about
in their offic al reports This is India from the ins de, the India of the people who bear the burdens and
pay the tag s and do the & arvng when the famines o0 me. Perhaps the greates of all this is the
enormous drain of wealth from India to Britain.

From an article by Jabez T Sunderland, an American social reformer and anti-imperialist who visited
India in 1895-96, published in an American magazine in 1908.
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Now anw er all the following ques ions You may us any of the soure s to help ¢ u anw& er the
gues ions in addition to thoe & ure s whibh g u are told to us . In anw ering the ques ions g u
b ould ue @ ur k owledge of the topic to help ¢ u interpret and ea luate the & ure s

1 Study Soure s Aand B.

How far do thee two e ure s agree? Ep lain g ur ans/ er us ng details of the & ure s [7]

2  Study Soure C.

How us fulis thise ure asevdene about the British in India? Ep lain g ur an& er us ng details
ofthe e ure and g ur h owledge. [7]

3  Study Sources D and E.

Does Soure D proe thatthe v ews of the a rtoonis (Soure E)were wrong? ERp laing ur anw er
us ng details of the 8 ure sand g ur k owledge. [8]

4  Study Source F.

Do v u find this & ure & rprisng? Ep lain g ur anw er us ng details of the ® ure and g ur
k owledge. [8]

5  Study Sources G and H.

Why do thee two e ure s dia gree? Ep lain ¢ ur anw er us ng details of the & ure s and ¢ ur
k owledge. [8]

6 Studyall the s ure s

How far do these ® ure s proivde o nivncng evdene that India and Indians benefited from
Britih rule? Us the s ure stoep laing uranw er. [12]
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Option B: Twentieth Century topic
WAS BRITAIN RIGHT NOT TO ACT OVER THE REMILITARISATION OF THE RHINELAND?
Study the Balg round Information and the ® ure s a refully, and then anw er all the ques ions
Background Information

When Germany & nt its army into the Rhineland on 7 Marb 1936, it was break ng both the Treaty of
Vera illes and the Loa rno Treaties Dep ite this Britain and Frane did notintere ne. Some politic ans
at the time & b as Churb ill, and 8 me his orians s ne , hae argued that it was t ear that Hitler was
not going to limit his ambitions to the Rhineland, and that if Britain and Frane had at ed in 1936
they o uld hae & opped Hitler. Others argue that the Britls goe rnment had no b oie but to try and
appeas Hitler bea us its armed fore s were too weak to at and anw ay there was little 8 pport
within Britain for at ion agains Germany.

Was Britain jus ified in not tak ng firmer at ion oe r the Rhineland?

SOURCE A

Britain’s policy oe r the Rhineland was unders andable. From the beginning it wanted to pree nt war.
There was no pos bility of Britain ree iv ng military support from Frane . Frenh politic ans had ruled
out the us of fore , France's army was not a pable of immediate at ion and Frenh public opinion
was oppos d to it. For the Frenb , the Rhineland was not worth fighting for. Nor was there any b ane
of Britis military at ion. Although they did not trus Hitler, Britis leaders were well aware that Britain
was in no postion to tak military at ion agains Germany. Britie public opinion would e rtainly not
hae & pported any 8 b at ion. The mood in Britain after the Abg nian Cris s was more anti-Frenh
than anti-German. There was no desre to tak on Hitler when in the eg s of many people he was
B mply entering ‘his own balg  rd’.

Goe rnment attempts to pers ade the Britia public to ae pt rearmament had little s € s The las
thing the goe rnment wanted was a o ntinental in@ le ment that might alienate work ng-t as w© ters
and mak it imposk ble to build agreement for & rengthening national defene s The Britih goe rnment
ae pted the Rhineland was an important is e, but o né dered it more important to get on well with
Germany. They beliee d Britain had too many enemies and not enough res ure s to o pe with them.
All this made Hitler’s offer of a non-aggres ion pat e ry attrat ie .

From a history book.
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SOURCE B

As early as 3 Marbh Frane was warning Britain about a future remilitaria tion of the Rhineland and
& ated that, although it would immediately go to the League of Nations it ale res re d the right to
tak military at ion. Dep ite this Britain entered the c is s oe r the Rhineland without any t ear polig .
For Britain the Rhineland was unimportant, & it det ded not to res rt to diret meas res to reimpos
demilitaria tion. This meant appeas ng Hitler.

The British military b iefs tried to find ee ry pos ble em & to av id war and members of the
goe rnment were B en on ae pting Hitler's non-aggres on pat. Howee r, he had no intention
of keeping to it. Within goe rnment it was ridia lousy argued that Hitler mus be a s ngble man,
otherwise he would nee r hae rie n to his great pos tion. The leaders of the goe rnment did not want
war, and were naie enough to beliee that, if they got around a table with Hitler, they would be able
to o me to terms and aw id war. There was mub pro-German & ntiment in Britain and dep ite the
threat from Germany, the Britie goe rnment did little to mak the Britis public aware of the nee 5 ty
of rearmament. It beliee d Hitler’s det arations were made in good faith and therefore mie d the las
opportunity to & op Hitler when his army was & ill too weak to fight a war.

From a history book.

SOURCE C

A photograph of German troops marching into the Rhineland, March 1936.
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SOURCE D

“GOOSEY GOOSEY GANDER,

WHITHER DOST THOU WANDER?"
“ONLY THROUGH THE RHINELAND— .
PRAY EXCUSE MY BLUNDER!® !

A cartoon published in a British magazine, 18 March 1936.
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SOURCE E

We mus die urage any military action by Frane agains Germany. Germany o uld be a lled on to
ed 0 ate the Rhineland bute b a demand b ould not be made unles the Powers who made it were
prepared to enfore it by military at ion. Fortunately, Flandin has a id that Frane will not at alone but
will tak the matter to the League of Nations This he mus be eno uraged to do. The Frenb public
might getres les ata b kow at ion and demand at ion of a military b arat er. Sub a dee lopment
mus be awv ided if pos ble.

While we a nnot objet to the Count | det aring that Germany has v olated the Vera illes and Loa rno
Treaties this is not to be followed by a Frenb attak on Germany and a requets for our armed
as bk ane . But we mus be ready to offer the Frenh & mething as 0 mpena tion for the tearing up
of Vera illes and Loa rno. We might agree to a o ndemnation of Germany but we ought to res & an
eo nomic bop tt. The es ntial thing will be to pers ade Frane toae ptnegotiations with Germany.
We are in a weak postion bea ue Frane a n hold us to our Loa rno obligations and a Il upon us
to join in turning German fore s out of the Rhineland. The & rength of our pos tion lies in the fat that
Frane is not in the mood for military at ion of this e rt.

From a policy document presented by Eden to the rest of the British government, 8 March 1936. Eden
was a member of the British government and in charge of foreign policy. Flandin was in charge of
French foreign policy.

SOURCE F

The German Ambaa dor a me to 8 e me on the morning of 7 Marb and handed me a document
whib announe s that the German goe rnment has ret ored the full 8 e reignty of Germany in the
demilitarie d @ ne of the Rhineland. The 8 0 nd part of the doa ment contains a e ries of propoa Is
whib are deb gned to promote the et ablis mentofag em of peae ful & a rity for Europe.

The Frenb and Belgian goe rnments have ak d that the Counc | of the League of Nations may be
8 mmoned as ® on as pos ble to o nsder the stuation. | mus emphass that the Councl of the
League is the proper body for this purpose. There is no reae n to 8 ppoe that the German at ion
implies a threat of hos ilities The German goe rnment p eak of its ‘unchangeable longing for a real
peae in Europe’ and ep res s its willingnes to o ntude a non-aggres on pat with France and
Belgium. If peae isto be e o red there is a duty to rebuild. It is in that p irit that we mus approah the
new propoa Is of the German Chane llor.

Eden speaking in the British Parliament, 9 March 1936.
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SOURCE G

At the end of January 1936, | was o ns ous of a new atmop here in Britain. Mue lini's 0 nques
of Abg nia and the breall own of ‘Collet ie Sea rity had made the Labour Party and the public
prepared to o ntemplate war agains Nakz ty anny. Although the oppos tion parties 0 ntinued to oppos

rearmament, there was a meas re of agreement and had the goe rnment rie n to the oa & on they
0 uld hae led a united people forward.

The remilitaria tion of the Rhineland was a vtalis e for Frane but they were unable to moe without
the support of Britain. Howee r, they did not hae any eno uragement to res 5 German aggres on
from Britain. If the Frenb army had mobilise d there is no doubt Hitler would hae had to withdraw.
Frane alone was & rong enough to drige the Germans out of the Rhineland. | warned the Britik

goe rnment at the time that after the oa pation of the Rhineland the ino rporation of Aus ria into
Germany was t early the nek & ep.

From a book about the events leading up to the Second World War by Winston Churchill,
published in 1948. The Labour Party was the opposition party in Britain.

SOURCEH
The whole world turns its eg s towards Britain. If Britain will at now it @ n lead Europe, and g u will
pree ntwar. Itisg urlas b ane . If g udo nots op Germany now, itis all oe r. If g u do not maintain
the Treaty of Loa rno, all that will remain for g u to wait for is rearmament by Germany. If g u do not

& op Germany by fore today, war is inev table.

Flandin speaking in a private meeting to British politicians, businessmen and journalists,
12 March 1936.
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Now anw er all the following ques ions You may us any of the soure s to help ¢ u anw er the
gues ions in addition to thos & ure s whibh @ u are told to us . In anw ering the ques ions g u
b ould ue @ ur k owledge of the topic to help ¢ u interpret and ea luate the & ure s

1 Study Soure s Aand B.

How far do thee two e ure s agree? Ep lain g ur ans/ er us ng details of the & ure s [7]

2  Study Soure s C and D.

How far would the photographer (Soure C) hae agreed with the a rtoonis (Soure D)? Ep lain
@ ur anw/ er us ng details of the 8 ure sand g ur k owledge. [8]

3  Study Source E.

How ue ful is this & ure to a his orian s udiy ng the c iss oe r the Rhineland? Ep lain g ur
anw/ er us ng details of the 8 ure and g ur k owledge. [7]

4  Study Sources F and G.

How far does Soure G mak Soure F 8 rprisng? ER lain v ur ang/ er us ng details of the
® ure sand gy urk owledge. [8]

5  Study Source H.

Why do g u think Flandin attended this meeting? ER lain ¢ ur an® er us ng details of the & ure
and g ur k owledge. [8]

6 Studyall the s ure s

How far do thee ® ure s prowv de o nvnt ng ev dence that Britie polig oe r the Rhineland was
jus ified? Use the ® ure stoep laing ur ang er. [12]
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